
Knowledge Organiser: Theme B - Religion and LifeKey Words

Abortion – deliberate expulsion of 
foetus from womb with the 
intention to destroy it.
Afterlife – beliefs about what 
happens after we die to self/soul
Animal rights – the idea that 
animals should have rights 
because of respect for life.
Awe - the ‘wow’ feeling we 
experience when we see or feel 
something special
Big Bang theory – scientific view of 
the beginning of the universe
Conception – when the sperm 
fertilises the female egg
Conservation – to repair and 
protect animals and areas of 
natural beauty
Creation – the idea that God 
created the universe from nothing
Dominion – idea that humans have 
the right to control creation
Euthanasia – mercy killing; ending 
a life for someone who is 
terminally ill, or has a 
degenerative disease
Evolution – change in inherited 
traits in a species
Fossil fuels – Earth’s natural and 
non-renewable resources(coal, 
gas, oil)
Hospice – a place that cares for 
the dying usually form an incurable 
disease
Natural selection – basic 
mechanism of evolution (survival 
of the fittest)
Pesticide - chemicals used to kill 
pests and insects on crops
Pro-choice – pressure groups 
which campaign for the right of a 
woman to choose. 
Pro-life – pressure groups which 
campaign against abortion 
Quality of life – how 
good/comfortable life is
Right to die – belief that a human 
being should be able to control 
their own death 
Sanctity of life- life is sacred 
because it is God-given
Stewardship – duty to look after 
the world on behalf of God
Sustainable energy – resources 
that are renewable

Origins of the Universe - Science
Cosmological Theories - The Big Bang theory 
is a scientific theory about how the universe 
began.  Scientists say the universe began 
about 20 billion years ago. It started from 
nothing, then there was a huge explosion. It 
took a long time for the explosion to cool 
down and form the universe we know of 
today.
Evolution Theories – Charles Darwin put 
forward the theory of evolution in his book 
Origin of the Species. He suggested that the 
huge variety of species and creatures in 
existence on planet Earth are due to natural 
selection.  The different species have 
adapted to their surroundings in or order to 
survive.  This has happened over a period of 
thousands of years. 

The Value of Planet Earth
Religious believers look at the beauty of planet Earth and believe it is evidence of God’s existence. However, humans have damaged 
the environment by producing greenhouse gases leading to global warming. Humans are using up Earth’s natural resources and 
fertile land for growing crops is declining.  Humans have polluted the air, water and land which not only leads to environmental
problems but can also lead to health problems. 
Religious people feel it is their duty as stewards to look after the environment. Many religious and non-religious people are aware of 
the problems humans have created on planet earth and are now trying to do something about it such as recycling, taking public
transport, using sustainable energy sources and campaigning  to better inform others about the damage being done to the 
environment.
Christians believe God said humans have dominion (control) over the planet.  We can treat the planet however we  want but we 
have no right to abuse God’s creation.  We are stewards and have a responsibility to take care of  the planet on behalf of God.
Christian charity organisations such as CAFOD, Christian Aid and Tearfund put pressure on governments and industry to think about 
the damage they are doing to planet Earth.
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and take care of it (Genesis 2:15)
Muslims believe  the Earth is the work of Allah. We are khalifahs (stewards) of the earth and we should look after it. To do so is to 
show respect to Allah.
The world is green and beautiful and Allah has appointed you his stewards over it. (Qur’an )

Origins of the Universe - Religion
The Creation story from Genesis  describes 
how God created the world and the 
universe. 
Some Christians believe the story of 
Creation to be a  literal account of what 
happened
Some Christians believe the story is 
symbolic, it is more a demonstration and 
reminder of God’s power and reminding 
humans they have a purpose on earth (to 
be stewards of the planet)
Some Christians believe the story of 
Creation is symbolic and also believe in 
scientific theories.
Some Muslims see the Creation story found 
in the Qur’an as agreeing with scientific 
theories.  They do not have to be separate 
or contradictory.

Animal Rights
Religious people believe that animals are part of God’s creation. All life including that of animals is sacred.  Many of the ways 
humans use animals can be justified, however there are some instances when it is difficult to justify.
Testing on animals can be seen as cruel by some people but necessary by others if the testing could help many people.
Using animals for food can be seen as a good way for humans to get the necessary proteins but cruel and an unnecessary part of a
healthy diet by others.
Christians believe that having dominion gives humans the right to do what they want with the animals.  Others would say 
stewardship suggests we should take care of them. By testing on animals and eating them we are not taking care of them. 
Christianity has no specific food laws so it is left to the individual believer to decide what is right or wrong when it comes to eating 
meat.
The righteous care for the needs of their animals (Proverbs 12:10)
Muslims believe animals are part of Allah’s creation  which humans have been entrusted to look after. 
Cruelty to animals is forbidden as is their use simply for pleasure. There are specific guidelines for the slaughter of animals when 
used for food.
Whoever keeps a dog, one Qirat of the reward of his good deeds is deducted daily , unless the dog is used for guarding a farm or 
cattle (Qur’an 39:515)

Abortion
There are varying views on when life begins.
• Conception
• Heartbeat
• Backbone
• Viability
• Birth
The Law in the UK states that abortion CAN be carried out 
up until the 24th week (viablity)
2 doctors must agree that:
• Health of the mother is at risk
• Existing children are at risk
• Life of the mother is at risk
• Foetus will be born with a disability
Pro-life is the term given to those who are against 
abortion,  They support the view that all life is important 
and should be protected.
Pro-choice is the term given to those who support the 
view that women should have the right to choose what 
happens to their body.
Many Christians are against abortion. Roman Catholics 
forbid abortion and view it as murder. The Church of 
England allows abortion in some circumstances such as 
the mother’s life being at risk.
Muslims believe all life is sacred because it is God-given. 
Islam teaches that ensoulment occurs at 120 days.  Up 
until this point the mother’s life is more important. After 
ensoulment only if the mother’s life is in danger would 
abortion be allowed . 

Afterlife
Religious people believe in some form of afterlife.  At 
death the soul/spirit/self leaves the physical body and 
continues to some other kind of life.
Some people claim to have experienced ‘near-death 
experiences’ where they have been pronounced clinically 
dead but come back to life and give details of their 
experience. 
Christians believe in the physical resurrection of the body 
after death. At judgement each person faces God and 
Jesus to evaluate their deeds. Good people go to heaven, 
bad people go to hell for eternity.
Muslims believe in resurrection. On judgement day 
people are sorted according to their beliefs and actions. 
Wicked people are cast into hell. Truly good people go 
straight to paradise. 

5 mark Exam Question
Explain two religious beliefs about 

animal experimentation.

Refer to sacred writings or another 

source of religious belief and teaching in 

your answer. 

(5 marks)

Euthanasia
Euthanasia is mercy killing. It is helping someone to die who is suffering from a terminal illness or whose quality of life is poor, often 
because of a degenerative disease. It is illegal in the UK.
Voluntary euthanasia is when the person asks for euthanasia to end their suffering.  Voluntary euthanasia can be active, by giving a 
lethal does of a drug or passive, by choosing to stop taking medication. 
Involuntary euthanasia is when the patient is unable to say what they want to happen and it is left to family to decide.
Hospices are homes for people who have terminal illnesses.  People may go there to die or to give their families respite from looking 
after them.  May religious people support the hospice movement because if the care is good enough euthanasia would not even be 
considered.
Some Christians are strongly against euthanasia. They believe it is going against God’s commandment ‘You shall not murder’. Some 
Christians support passive euthanasia. For example the switching off  of a life support machine. They view it as a way of 
demonstrating compassion because it is ending a person’s suffering.
Muslims are usually against euthanasia.  They believe Allah has a plan for everyone. However if there is no hope of improvement 
Islam allows doctors to stop ‘unnecessary’ treatment.

2 mark question

Give two examples of what religious believers might 
do to carry out the act of  stewardship. (2 marks)



Knowledge Organiser: Theme E – Religion, Crime and PunishmentKey Words

Capital punishment – the death 
penalty
Community service order –
criminal has to do a set number of 
hours’ work in the community
Conscience – sense of right and 
wrong (voice in our head)
Corporal punishment – physically 
hurting a criminal as punishment
Crime – breaking the state law
Deterrence – aim of punishment 
to put people off committing a 
crime.
Duty – something we are bound to 
do
Evil – something considered 
morally wrong, often linked to the 
devil
Forgiveness – letting go of anger 
towards someone for a wrong they 
have done
Hate crime – a crime committed 
because of prejudice; it can mean 
the doubling of a sentence of 
found guilty
Imprisonment – locking someone 
up as a punishment
Justice – making things fair 
Law – rules which govern a 
country to keep us safe
Order – the enforcement of rules
Parole – release of a criminal from 
prison, but continuing to monitor 
their behaviour
Probation order – punishment; 
monitoring of behaviour with the 
threat of greater punishment for 
offending again.
Protection – aim of punishment; to 
keep people safe
Reformation – aim of punishment; 
helping the person see how and 
why they should behave better
Reparation - aim of punishment; 
making up for  things done wrong
Victim – the one against whom a 
crime is committed
Vindication – aim of punishment; 
the punishment exist because the 
law does
Young offenders – persons under 
the age of 18 who commit crime

Rules and Laws
All religions have their own rules and  laws 
that believers must follow.  They give 
guidance to help them live their lives 
correctly.  In the UK laws are made by 
Parliament and enforced by the courts.
Religion also instructs it’s followers to keep 
the laws of the country in which they live. 
Religion recognises that rules and laws are 
for our own and society’s safety.

Good versus Evil
Religion teaches that people should live good lives and avoid evil.  Religious people believe they will be judged when an individual 
dies.
In Christianity the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46) says that everyone will be judged and separated into the 
good (sheep) and bad (goats). Many Christians believe that evil is caused by free will. Humans are born with original sin and this 
makes all humans capable of sin. Some say Satan tempts people to sin.
Islam teaches that Allah is merciful. If you are good you will be rewarded, if you do bad things God will punish you.  Many Muslims 
believe that Iblis (devil) tries to make humans turn to evil.  

Causes of crime
• Upbringing – people are more likely to 

commit crime if they have been brought 
up surrounded by crime.

• Poverty – people who are poor may turn 
to crime out of desperation

• Mental illness – people may not fully 
understand the result of their actions

• Addiction – being dependent on drugs or 
alcohol can lead to people doing illegal 
acts to fund their habit

• Greed – someone might steal or earn 
money illegally because they can’t afford 
the things they want

• Hate – a person might be prejudice or 
want to get back at someone who 
treated them badly

• Opposition to existing laws – law might 
be broken as a protest if it’s seen as 
unfair.

Aims of Punishment 
Society has rules for us to obey or  we face the consequences.  
There are six main aims of punishment. It is important you know and understand the first three (Deterrence, Reformation, 
Retribution):
Deterrence – if punishment is bad enough it will put others off committing the crime because they understand the consequences.  
Some say deterrence doesn’t work because often criminals don’t think about punishment before  committing a crime
Retribution – punishment is a way of taking ‘revenge’ on the criminal, making them pay for what they have done wrong. Some say 
retribution does not work because it does not ‘right the wrong’ committed in the first place. 
Reformation – Punishment should aim to change criminals so they do not reoffend . Programmes to reform criminals include 
counselling and finding job opportunities in the community. Many religious people believe offenders should be given the 
opportunity to repent and seek forgiveness.
Protection – Society should be protected if a criminal is considered dangerous. By imprisoning a criminal the rest of society is 
protected. Some argue that society would be better protected if offenders were reformed.
Vindication – the law has to impose proper punishments for crimes committed, so that the law is respected. If there are no penalties 
then people will not keep to the law. Rules are rules and have to be justly applied to the crime committed.
Reparation – this is a more modern aim, designed to make up for any damage caused so the victim or society is compensated.

Punishment
In the UK there is a range of punishments including 
custodial sentences (prison or high security mental health 
institutions, young offenders institutions) and non-
custodial sentences (ASBO, community service, tagging, 
fines, probation, curfew).
Christians believe the law has a responsibility to punish 
and care for the criminal whilst trying to reform them.
Muslims believe that Allah is just and the law should also 
be just. Victims should be compensated equitably.
Prison is used as a punishment so that society feels safe 
from dangerous people. However there are concerns 
about how they are run, the cost and the levels of 
reoffending. 
Corporal punishment is using physical pain as a 
punishment for a criminal act.  This form of punishment 
does not exist in the UK anymore but it still in use in parts 
of Africa, Middle East, Asia and South America.
Arguments for corporal punishment:
• It can fulfil the aim of retribution 
• It could be more effective than prison as people fear 

pain
• Some see it as a deterrent
Arguments against corporal punishment:
• It is barbaric and inhumane
• To purposely inflict pain is unacceptable
• Revenge is wrong

Capital Punishment
The death penalty is usually reserved for the most 
extreme offences such as murder. 
Arguments in support of the death penalty:
• It is a deterrent that puts others off committing 

crimes
• It is the only way to totally protect society form those 

criminals who cannot be reformed
• It is a waste of resources to house a criminal for their 

entire life
Arguments against the death penalty:
• Many murders are done spur of the moment so 

capital punishment would not deter
• Victims families still grieve, killing the murderer does  

not end the pain of loss
• All life is sacred and criminals should be given the 

chance to reform.
Amnesty International is a human rights organisation that 
completely disagrees with the death penalty and 
campaigns against the use of it as well as other human 
rights abuses.

5 mark Exam Question
Explain two religious beliefs about the 

treatment of offenders.

Refer to sacred writings or another 

source of religious belief and teaching in 

your answer. 

(5 marks)

Forgiveness
Forgiveness is when you stop being angry with someone who has done something wrong.  Many religious people believe it is 
important to forgive criminals so they can be reconciled with the community otherwise they are liekly to reoffend and continue in a 
life of crime.
Restorative justice is when an offender meets people who have suffered because of a crime they have committed.  It can often help 
the offender realise the damage they have done and prevent them from reoffending.
Christians believe that God is always ready to forgive and Christians must be prepared to forgive others. The Lord’s Prayer includes a 
verse about forgiveness ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us’.
Christians believe forgiveness  from God can only come if we repent and are truly sorry for our sins. 
Muslims believe they must be merciful so that Allah will do the same to them on the Day of Judgement. Muslims can seek 
retribution for injuries but are encouraged to forgive instead. ‘But if you pardon and overlook and forgive – then indeed Allah is 
Forgiving and Merciful’ . Qur’an 64:14

2 mark question
Give two examples of religious moral laws which some criminals break. (2 marks)

Types of Crime
There are three key types of crime:
• Crimes against the person (e.g. murder 

rape, GBH & hate crimes)
• Crimes against property (e.g. arson, 

burglary, trespassing)
• Crimes against the state (e.g. terrorism, 

selling state secrets)

Suffering
Suffering happens when people cause pain, hardship or distress to themselves or others. It can be emotional or physical.  
Religion condemns suffering caused by human action towards others.  Crimes can cause suffering.  Religious teachings tell us it is 
wrong to cause suffering. We should follow the Golden Rule to prevent suffering ‘Treat others as you wish to be treated’.



Knowledge Organiser: Theme D – Religion, Peace and ConflictKey Words

Civil war – armed conflict between 
factions within the same country
Conflict – disagreement which 
escalates
Conscientious objector - a person 
who refuses to do something, here 
fight in war, because of their 
conscience
Conventional warfare – war using 
conventional weapons
Forgiveness – willingness to not 
blame a person for the wrongs 
they have done
Holy war - rules around fighting a 
war acceptable to Islam
Justice – making things fair again
Just war – rules around fighting a 
war acceptable to Christianity and 
Sikhism
Nuclear proliferation – the spread 
of nuclear weapons to countries 
not recognised as ‘nuclear weapon 
states’
Nuclear weapons/war- a 
weapon/war of mass destruction
Pacifism – belief that all violence is 
wrong
Peace – the opposite of war; 
harmony
Protest – voicing disagreement 
with something 
Reconciliation – making up 
between two groups after 
disagreement
Retaliation – to pay back for 
harmful action
Terrorism – use of violence and 
threats to intimidate, especially for 
political purposes to create a state 
of fear in a population
Violence – causing harm to 
someone
War – armed conflict between two 
or more sides
WMD - Weapons of mass 
destruction  cause uncontrollable 
and untold damage, e.g. nuclear 
weapons

Key concepts
Justice – this means fairness. Many wars are 
about, or include the abuse of justice so 
many religious people feel duty bound to 
fight against that.
Peace – this should be the goal of all people 
as it means to live in harmony and without 
fear
Reconciliation – most religious people will be 
involved in reconciliation after war because 
religion teaches humans to live in peace
Forgiveness – the belief that we should be 
able to move a relationship forward with 
someone who has done wrong to us. It is a 
central teaching in Christianity and important 
in Islam
Conflict – conflict is disagreement, armed 
conflict is the actual fighting. Religious 
people might have been involved in trying to 
resolve disagreements but may have to then 
get involved in the actual conflict as they feel 
there is no other option. 

Just War
A just war is one that is fought in the interest of justice and to improve things for the greater good.
Christian just war rules:
• War must be started by a proper authority
• There must be a just cause 
• There must be a clear aim to overcome evil and promote good.
• War must be a last resort
• There must be a reasonable chance of success
• War must be conducted fairly, only reasonable force can be used and civilian casualties should be minimised
• There must be a good outcome and peace restored. 

Causes of war & religious views
• Self-defence – the Bible and Qur’an both 

suggest war may be necessary in self-
defence however it is only acceptable if 
the response is proportionate 

• Greed – a war to gain more land would 
not be supported by religious believers.  
Greed comes from selfishness which is 
not approved of in any religion

• Retaliation – there may be times when a 
country is attacked and retaliates.  Islam 
and Christianity both teach that peaceful 
negotiations would be a better response.  
Retaliation can sometimes increase the 
problems.

Terrorism
Terrorism is an act of violence which is intended to create 
fear. A terrorist is anyone who plans or carries out such 
an act. Terrorist acts are often directed at innocent 
civilians and because of this many consider them to be 
unlawful acts of war and violence. 
Terrorists often claim they have legitimate reasons for 
carrying out their acts, such as:
• Fighting against political or social injustice
• Fighting against poverty
• Fighting to assert their religious belief
There are examples of people who were deemed 
terrorists were later seen as a legitimate leader (Martin 
McGuinness in Northern Ireland and Nelson Mandela in 
South Africa)

Weapons of Mass Destruction
WMD are part of modern warfare.  They are capable of 
killing and maiming large numbers of people. There are 
several types of these weapons:
• Nuclear weapons – cause immediate destruction and 

has long-term effects
• Biological warfare – aka germ warfare uses living 

diseases to bring about death or serious illness
• Chemical warfare – uses non-living toxins such as 

nerve agents
• Radiological weapons – uses conventional explosives 

to create bombs that can disperse radioactive 
material which contaminates land and kills people.

Peace and Pacifism
Peace is a state of harmony where justice exists for all and 
freedoms are respected.
All religions teach the importance of peace on Earth and 
encourage followers to live peacefully.
Christians believe Jesus told his followers ‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers’. 
Muslims greet each other with ‘Salaam’ - ‘Peace. 
Pacifists believe that all violence is morally wrong. They 
will not participate in any war, regardless of the reasons 
for that war. 
Conscientious objectors are people who refuse to fight  
on the grounds of conscience.  They will assist in non-
military ways such as working as medics or relief workers.
Quakers are a Christian group who are committed to 
pacifism. They totally oppose war and conflict in any form 
and believe all relationships should be loving ones.

5 mark exam question
Explain two religious beliefs about 

forgiveness. Refer to sacred writings or 

another source of religious belief and 
teaching in your answer.

Forgiveness and Reconciliation
Forgiveness and reconciliation are two of the most difficult challenges we have, both as individuals and nations, especially after a 
war or period of conflict.  Nations rarely apologise for the atrocities committed during war but reconciliation does happen and 
countries that were once at  war can work together.
There are stories of individuals being able to forgive and this has led to reconciliation. 
Corrie Ten Boom was a Dutch girl who saved Jewish lives during WW2. She was caught and sent to a concentration camp.  She 
survived and after the war ended she came face to face with one of the guards form the camp.  She eventually forgave this man. 
She looked to her Christian faith for guidance and this led to her forgiving the guard, despite most of her family dying in the 
concentration camp.  
Eric Lomax was a British soldier who captured and tortured by Japanese soldiers during WW2. he met one of his torturers after 
the war had ended and was able to forgive.  His story is published on the Forgiveness Project website.  (Forgiveness Project is a 
British group that brings together victims and the perpetrators of the crime)

12 mark exam question

‘War is never right.’ 

Evaluate this statement. 

In your answer you: 

• should give reasoned arguments in support of this statement 

• should give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view 

• should refer to religious arguments 

• may refer to non-religious arguments 

• should reach a justified conclusion. 

Holy War
Holy war is  a war fought in the name of God or religion. 
There are many examples of holy wars being fought in the Old Testament.  The Crusades were a series of battles fought by 
Christians who believed God was with them and they were fighting for a sacred and noble cause against the Muslims.
Jihad means ‘struggle’. The greater jihad is the daily struggle to lead a good life as a Muslim. The lesser jihad is the ‘struggle’ to 
improve the world and war can be an example of this. There are clear rules to follow for a war to be classed as holy war in the 
Qur’an:
• It can only begin when the enemy attacks and must end when the enemy shows they want peace
• Civilians must not be harmed, attacked or mistreated
• Crops should be left alone. Holy buildings especially must not be damaged
• Prisoners of war should be treated well. Money collected from zakat can be used to pay for food  for them.
War must end:
• When people regain their rights
• When the enemy calls for peace

1 mark exam question
Which one of the following best 

expresses the religious ideal that 

there should be no violence in the 

world? 

A Defence. 

B Justice. 

C Peace. 

D Terrorism. 



Knowledge Organiser: Theme F – Religion, Human Rights and  Social JusticeKey Words
Ageism – discrimination on the 
grounds of a person’s age
Community – a group of people 
who share something in common
Compassion – loving kindness; 
helping because help is needed
Discrimination – actions based on 
prejudice, often negative
Equality – the idea that everyone 
is equal, of equal value and worth
Fair pay – payment which is 
appropriate for the work done
Gender – the state of being male 
or female
Harmony – living together without 
argument and conflict
Homophobia – prejudice against 
someone on the grounds of 
sexuality
Human rights – the rights a person 
is entitled to simply because they 
are human 
Human Rights Act – a law which 
protects the rights of all human 
beings and allows us to challenge 
when these are violated.
Interest – the money paid to a 
lender from a borrower on top of 
the initial sum borrowed
Justice – getting fairness
Loan – borrowed money, that has 
to be paid back, usually with 
interest
Minimum wage – the legal 
minimum a person can be paid in 
the UK
People trafficking – the illegal 
trade of humans for slavery
Positive discrimination –
discriminating in favour of a 
person with a protected 
characteristic
Poverty – having less than the 
basic needs of life
Prejudice – prejudging someone 
based on a characteristic they 
have
Racism – prejudice based on race 
or ethnic origin
Social justice – justice in terms of 
wealth and opportunities
Stewardship – a duty to look after 
others
Tolerance – acceptance of 
difference
UNDHR – United Declaration of 
Human Rights

Freedom of religion and belief
In the UK today, the right to religious freedom is protected.  
Freedom of religious expression – in the UK people are able to follow the religion of their choice and this is protected by law. This 
was not always the case, during the 16th century Christians were executed if they were not following the ‘correct’ denomination.
Freedom from persecution because of religion – this is the right to be legally protected if someone targets you because of the 
religion you follow. If a person  attacked another person simply because they followed a particular religion they could be arrested 
for hate crime.

UNDHR & HRA
‘All humans are born free and equal in dignity 
and rights.  They are endowed with reasons 
and conscience and should act towards one 
another in a spirit of brotherhood.’
The United Nations Declaration of Human 
Rights was implemented in 1948 following 
the end of WW2.  There is no binding 
requirement for countries to keep this as 
there is no over-riding authority to ensure it 
is implemented.  
In the UK the Human Rights Act is a law that 
is based on the UNDHR. It makes it illegal for 
public authorities to act against a person’s 
human rights. 

Wealth 
How do people become wealthy? Lottery win, working 
hard, inheritance, gambling, investments, savings, 
crime.
Christians believe being wealthy in itself is acceptable 
but it is how we use it that matters.  Wealth is seen as a 
gift from God and having the wrong attitude to money 
can lead people away from God  ‘The love of money is 
the root of all evil’.
Muslims believe wealth is a gift from God and humans 
will be judged by Allah by their use of it. ‘Riches are a 
source of blessing to those who acquire them by the 
way. But hose who seek it out of greed are like people 
who eat but are never full’. One of the five pillars, the 
basic belief of all Muslims, is zakah. It instructs all 
Muslims to give 2.5% of their wealth to charity to help 
others

Exploitation of poor
Fair pay Being paid at a rate appropriate for the work 
done.  The minimum wage in the UK protects the very low 
paid but many say this is not enough.
Excessive interest on loans – people sometimes need 
extra money at short notice to pay for an item they were 
not expecting or just to afford food. One way of covering 
this extra expense is to take out a loan. These loans have 
massive interest rates and resulted in some people paying 
back twice the amount they had borrowed. In 2015 the 
government issued new rules regarding this however it is 
not enough and people are still ending up in debt and 
continue to live in poverty. 
People trafficking this is a version of modern day slave 
trade.
Poor people in developing countries are offered the 
chance of a better life in a wealthier country but only if 
they can pay the price to a trafficker. Families will often 
save up thousands of pounds to give a family member a 
chance at a better life. Often people find themselves in 
slavery or prostitution and can be required to pay more so 
are forced to work hard  and live their lives in fear 
because they are essentially illegal immigrants. 
In recent years there has been a new type of people 
trafficking with people fleeing war torn countries and 
paying for the right to journey on a boat to get to Europe. 
Many of the boats were inadequate and they sank killing 
men, women and children.
Christians  and Muslims believe it is wrong to exploit the 
poor and vulnerable because it goes against every kind of 
moral principle and religious teaching about our 
treatment of each other.

Reasons for prejudice              
• Bad experience                    
• Upbringing
• Media
• Ignorance
• Scapegoating

5 mark Exam Question
Explain two religious beliefs about 

racial prejudice.

Refer to sacred writings or another 

source of religious belief and 

teaching in your answer. 

(5 marks)

Poverty 
Poverty is not having enough resources to meet your basic needs. 
Causes of poverty in the UK– low wages, debt, loans lack of education, illness/disability, lack of effort, upbringing
Causes of poverty worldwide – war, population growth, natural disasters, climate, exploitation
Fairtrade Foundation aims for people in developing countries to be paid a fair price and have decent working conditions
Religious teachings tell us we have a duty to tackle poverty.
Christians believe ‘if anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need how can the love of God be in him?’ 1 John 3:17 
Muslims believe  ‘He who eats or drinks whilst his brother goes hungry is not one of us’.Hadith

Social Justice
Social justice is putting into practice the 
principles of human rights.
Working for social justice includes:
• Trying to ensure different groups of 

people are not discriminated against
• Trying to redistribute wealth so 

everyone can afford to live 
comfortably

For social justice to exist, society must 
be fair to all regardless of race, age, 
gender, sexuality and disability. Society 
has to be organised so that it is open to 
all in terms of  education, health care, 
social welfare and housing.
Jesus taught his followers that those 
who help others will go to heaven.  
The Qur’an says that those who ‘give 
zakah…will be the successful’. (Qur’an 
7:156) 

Prejudice – types
Prejudice means to pre-judge something or someone usually without any real evidence to base that judgement on.
Discrimination is when we put these prejudiced ideas into action. 
Prejudice and discrimination break people’s human rights, because they stop them having the same chances as others and lead to 
harm
Positive discrimination – Positive discrimination is used to promote opportunities for minority groups in society. E.g. disabled 
parking spaces, job opportunities being available for ethnic minorities to ensure all groups are represented and reflect society
better. 

Types of prejudice
• Racism
• Sexism
• Disability discrimination
• Homophobia

Religious attitudes prejudice
Christians believe all forms of prejudice is wrong. The story of 
the Good Samaritan tells Christians to treat others the way 
they want to be treated.
Muslims believe Allah created everybody to be equal but 
different. Therefore discrimination is not justified.

Status of women 
Discrimination against a person because of their gender is called sexism and historically it has been women who have suffered most. In 
the last 100 years the status of women in society and in religion has changed. 
Christianity teaches that discrimination is wrong however, in the Roman Catholic church women may not hold positions of authority. 
The Church of England has moved with the times to some extent and women do hold positions of authority.  The first female bishop was 
appointed in 2015. Islam also teaches that discrimination is wrong but again a woman may not lead prayers in the mosque and men 
have the final word.  Religions would argue that men and women have roles that are equal but different.

Who should help the poor?
The Government –collect taxes.  Taxes should be used to finance the running of public services and to help the poor 
Charities – are set up to help those in need.  They should help the poor because that is why they exist (e.g.CAFOD and, Muslim Aid are 
both charity organisations that have their roots in religion)
Religions – religious communities should help because their holy books tell them it is their duty. God rewards good deeds
Poor – the poor need to help themselves to get out of the poverty trap.
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